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Tom tit

Ng6 Thi Nhm la mot trong nhirng hoc gia c6 y thirc xay dung phuong phap luan phu hop vei
thuc té lich str. Trong céc trugce tac cuia Ngd Thi Nhm, co thé thay, 6ng di quan tim va suy nghi
dén mot s6 van dé triét hoc, lay do lam nén tang cho nhiing tu twong chinh tri, quan niém vé nhan
sinh va phuong cham xur thé ctia minh. Bai viét gi6i thiéu nhitng nét chinh vé vin dé nhén thirc
luén trong tu tudng ctia Ngd Thi Nhdm va chi ra y nghia cua nd trong giai doan hién nay.
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1. Pat van dé

Ngo Thi Nham (1746 - 1803) 1a mot nhan tai vé triét hoc,
chinh tri hoc, quan sy hoc, véan hoc, gido duc hoc; 1a nhan vat
lich st ndi bat ctia Viét Nam thé ky XVIII. Cudc doi va sy
nghiép ciia ong khong chi anh hudng dén thé gisi quan va
nhan sinh quan cua cac sy phu Bic Ha thoi by gio, ma con
anh huong dén tang ni Phat tir Viét Nam noi chung. Ngo Thi
Nham 1a nguoi hoc rong, ong da chon con duong di véi
phong trao ndng dan Tay Son, nho d6 1ap nén su nghiép 1on.
Tuy chi huéng tho 57 tubi, nhung Ngd Thi Nham dé ¢ nhiéu
céng hién cho dan toc. Pic biét, ong da dé 1ai mot kho tang
van tho c6 gia tri cho nhitng ngudi doi sau hoc héi va nghién
ctru. Hién nay - trong cong cudc ddi méi, mo cira, giao luu
van héa rong 16n - dé xay dung mot nén vin hoa tién tién,
dam da ban sic dan toc thi viéc nghién ciru, tiép thu nhimng
gié tri tu trong van hoa dan toc, nhat 1a tu tuong triét hoc ciia
Ngo6 Thi Nham 1a van dé can thiét. Vi vay, viéc nghién ciru
nhiing tu tudng triét hoc, nhét 12 vin d& nhan thtrc luan cua
Ngo Thi Nham khong chi dap tmg yéu cau khach quan, cip
béach dbi v6i khoa hoc x4 hdi va nhan van, ma con 1a mot nhu
cAu thyc tién.

2. Van dé nhan thic ludn trong tu tuong ciia Ngd
Thi Nham

2.1 Quan diém cua Ngé Thi Nham vé dbi tugng nhan thirc

! Cao Xuan Huy - Thach Can (Chi bién) (1978). Tuyén tdp
tho van Ngd Thi Nhgm, quyén 2. Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha
Noi, tr.170.
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V&i Ngo Thi Nham, thé gidi khach quan lubn 1a doi twong
ciia nhdn thire V& nhdn thirc ciia con nguoi khong thé dimg
lai & hién twong, MA phai di SAU VA0 ban chdt ciia su vat,
hién twong. Xem xét su vat, theo Ong, khong duoc dung &
chd cam quan, truc gidc, ma phai tim hiéu sau sic nguyén
nhan cta sy vat. Trong Ky dinh thuy nhdt, Ngd Thi Nham
viét: “Song nui 1a chu cua tring gio, tring gio 1a khach cia
nai séng. Néu chi biét thdy cao cho 1a nui, thiy dai cho la
séng, thdy mat cho 1 gio, thdy trong cho 14 tring, thi méi
biét nhin cai hinh bén ngoai ma chwa biét cai y bén trong™.
Ng6 Thi Nham hiéu r3, nhan thirc hinh dang bé ngoai cua sy
vat, cai ma 1y hoc Téng Nho goi 1a “hinh nhi ha”, chéng co
gi 1a kho, cai kho 1a tim ra cai “IY” 4n gidu bén trong sy vt.
Pay chinh 1 diéu quan trong nhét phai dat tdi trong qua trinh
nhan thire. Ong cho ring, didu cot yéu 1a phai thong hiéu
dugc 1y 18 cua troi dit: “Van quy vao “mot”, hop cai khac
nhau vao chd “nhat quan” vao cai “ly” cai “sd” ciia troi dat”.
Phé phan 16i nhan thtc chi biét ding lai ¢ hinh dang, dién
mao cua su vat ma khong chiu tim hiéu dén ngudn gbc va
ban chit 1am nén su vat, Ngd Thi Nham chi ro: “Nguoi doi
néu chi cin ctr vao nti ma xem nui, thi chi biét n6 cao khong
lwdng dugc, ma khong biét tim hiéu nguyén nhan ndi kia lam
sao ma cao; néu chi can ctr vao nuéc ma xem nude, thi chi
biét nudc sdu khong thé ludong duge, ma khong biét tim hiéu
nguyén nhan nudc kia vi sao ma sau. Do 1a cai thdi quen chi
biét hoc thudc tir chwong, né 1a mot bénh 1on vé tam thuat
cua ké hoc gia”?.

2.8dd, tr.141.
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Nhan thtrc phai huéng toi ban chét ciia sy vat, phai “tir tho
ma vio tinh” (tir hién twong niam ban chat) - d6 14 tu tuong
nhéit quan ctia Ngoé Thi Nham. Trong kY Tu muc dinh, tir cai
dinh lang, Ng6 Thi Nham phéan tich va chi rd hai mat: hinh,
khi va 1y, dao ctia sy vat: “Noi nguoi ta tu hop véi nhau thi
c6 “dinh”. Noi d6, ngudi ta dat tén dinh theo hinh, sic cla
troi dét, hodc theo su vat, hodc theo dang dép, hoac nira theo
cai ly cia hinh sdc, su Vat, dang dép. Nhung tom lai, can phai
hiéu rang: “hinh” tr 1én 1a “dao”, “hinh” trd xudng 1a “khi”.
Dinh 1a cai thé hién cai “dung” cua “khi”. Song mat khac,
ngudi ta cing sinh séng an & voi nhau trong khoang troi dat,
noi cai dao “trung” ma troi phu cho, wa cai phép “thuong”
ma minh vén giit, dé ¢ céi vui trong luan thudng, céi yén
trong lang x6m. Do d6, nd thé hién cai “thé” ciia “dao”?.

2.2 Quan niém cua Ngo Thi Nham vé “Ly”

Ng6 Thi Nham d4 ké thira va phat huy quan niém vé “ly” cua
Téng Nho theo tinh thin duy vat va thuc tién. La mot nha
chinh tri ham hoat d6ng, Ng6 Thi Nham ciing dé cap dén “Iy”
v6i tu cach dao 1y, nhung chu yéu 6ng quan tim nhiéu dén
“ly” v6i tu cach quy luat, nham soi sang thoi thé va lam co
so 1y luan cho phuong cham hanh dong va thai d¢ g xt
ctia minh trudc nhirng su bién xa hoi qua phic tap va mau le.
Trudc hét, chiu anh huong cia quan diém 1y hoc Tdng Nho,
Ng6 Thi Nham ciing cho rang, “Iy” ¢6 ngudn gbe tir thai cuc,
“ly” bao tram toan bo thé gidi, chi phdi su van dong, bién
hoé cua troi dat va van vat. Ong khéng dinh: “Sach truyén
nghia ctia ho Trinh néi: “budng ra thi ngap ca sau cdi, cubén
lai thi lui v& noi kin d40”. Sau ¢di va noi kin d4o ciing chi 1a
mot “Iy” ma thoi. Con ngudi va troi dat ciing clng chung
mdt then may”*. Nhu vay, theo Ngd Thi Nham, “Iy” ¢ tinh
phé bién trong toan vii tru. Ong ciing thira nhan, moi vat déu
¢6 “1y” cua minh khi cho ré‘mg, “suy rong ra, tAt ca cac su vat
khong cai gi 1a khong c6 dao 1Iy”. Song, qua céc trude tac dé
lai, khi ban vé “Iy”, khong thay Ngo Thi Nham nhic dén tu
tuong “co cai Iy Ay thi méi co su vat 4y” cua Chu Hy. Phai
chang, Ngd Thi Nham, mdt nguoi ¢6 thién hudng va ham
hoat dong thyc tién, khong quan tim nhiéu dén “ly” mot cach
triru tugng, tu bién? DPéi véi Téng Nho, “1y” 1a cai co6 trudc
“khi” (duy tdm khach quan) va it nhiéu mang tinh huyén
diéu, than bi. Con Ngo Thi Nham, du chi & ngudi ké thira,
chir khong phai 1a nguoi dé xudt nguyén 1y, nhung khong
phai vi thé ma ong khong c6 nhitng déng gop riéng vé mat
nhan thae luan. Véi Ngdé Thi Nham, “ly” khong con mang
tinh chung chung, trtru twong, ma thuong dugc giai thich cu
thé, c6 tinh khach quan, phan anh két qua cta su quan sat thé
gidi, su suy tu, chi€ém nghiém cua ri€ng 6ng. Tu tudng nay

3. 8dd, tr.177.

4 8dd, tr.177.

5 Cao Xuan Huy - Thach Can (Chu bién) (1978). Tuyén tdp
tho van Ngo Thi Nhgm, tap 1. Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha
Noi, tr.61-62.
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dic biét thé hién rd trong tic pham Tric LAm tong chi nguyén
thanh. Ngo Thi Nham khang dinh: “Iy” - d6 1a “cai gi can
phai c6 & trong vat”, “1a viéc phai lam nhu thé méi hop”.
“Ly” 1a cai vbn c6 cuia su vat va viéc lam caa con ngudi phai
noi theo “ly” thi maéi thanh cong.

“Ly” 1a cai c6 thé nam bat dugc va do vay, “ly” 1a cu thé, 1a
c4i ma con ngudi c6 thé nhan thic dugc. RS rang, ¢ day, “Iy”
duoce quan niém nhu 14 quy ludt cia sy vdt ma con nguoi cO
thé nhdn thike @é 1am co s¢ cho hanh déng. Trong Khdng
thanh (Trac Lam tdng chi nguyén thanh), khi tra 101 cau hoi
“Nha Nho n6i Ly. Vay thé nao 1a Ly?”, Ngé Thi Nham da
giai dép: “Ly nhu cai thd, cai ddt cia cay”. Tu tuong nay ciia
Ng6 Thi Nham dugc hiéu: “Ban tinh cia Ly 1a ¢6 ngang,
chéch, c6 cong, thang nhu céi thé ciia cdy... Hoa Uu dam né
hay rung vén khéng c6 sy lién can véi mua gio, (thé ma noi)
¢6 gi6 N6 méi nd, ¢ mua nd méi rung. .. mdi vat déu co thién
tinh tu nhién cua nd, do d6 noi theo Ly ma khong thong thi
tré thanh ngung tré”®. Qua day, ¢6 thé lién tuong, khi ndi “Ly
nhur cai tho, cai dt ciia cay” 1a Ng6 Thi Nham mudn noéi “1y”
khong phai 13 céi triru tugng, huyén vi, ma 1a cai cu thé trong
su vat. Ong con dé cap dén y nghia thuc tién cia viéc nim
duogc “ly” cua sy vat: khi ché cay, néu biét duoc the va dbt
cta no6 va ché dao theo ding thd ctia no thi cong viéc s€ troi
chay d& dang. Piéu d6 ham chira tu twong triét hoc: trong
moi viéc, néu nim dugc quy luat, 1am theo quy luat thi s&
thanh cong. Vi Ngo Thi Nham, moi vdt déu theo “Iy ne
nhién”, t6n tai khach quan, khong phu thugc vao y muén cia
CON ngurdi V& con nguedi phai thudn theo nd. Ong viét: “Nude
chay dong tay, cAn giéng chuyén truc. Hoa nd sém mudn,
con kién bo quanh... Nudc xudi thi tha thuyén. Duong hiém
thi dimg ngya. Mot dimg mot di. Péu khong phai y ta”®.
Mic du khing dinh tinh khach quan cta “ly” va con ngudi
¢6 thé ndm dugc “Iy” va can phai thuan theo “1y””, nhung Ngo
Thi Nham ciing nhén thdy “Iy” cua sy vat 1a cai khong dé gi
nam bdt, cang khong thé “lam chu” hoan toan duoc no. Dat
ra cau hoi: “Mudn noi theo Ly thi phai 1am nhu thé nao?”,
Ngo6 Thi Nham di tu tra 1oi: “Cai Ly khong noi theo hét
duoc!”. Theo dién giai ciia cac dd dé cua Ng6 Thi Nham thi
“chi nhitng bac dai lyc lugng méi biét “khong noi theo Ly
hét dugc”. Do 1a nhitng ngudi “dimg trude sy ma sy khong
16i kéo minh dugc, ding trudc vat ma vat khong dong hoa
minh dugc™’, cho nén ¢6 thé “ung dung thoai mai & trong cai
Ly 4y ma lai ciing vuot 1én trén, vuot ra ngoai cai Ly dy”. Co
thé néi, tu tuong “Ly khong noi theo hét dugc” ciia Ngo Thi
Nham Ia mét quan diém nhéan thirc sau séc. N6 cho théy ong
d3 it nhiéu hiéu rd tinh phirc tap va vo han cua qua trinh nhan

6 Sdd, tr.55.
7 .Sdd, tr.55.
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thirc d6i voi con ngudi.

T sy quan sat, nhin nhan tinh té vé thé gid1, Ngo Thi Nham
con di dén quan niém dic sic vé tinh phé bién va tinh dac
thi cta “Iy”. D6 1a tu twong vé “ly thuan” va “ly nghich”.
“Ly thuan” nhu trim dong séng déu d6 xudi vé bién Dong.
“Ly nghich” nhu dong Nhuoc thuy chay ngugc vé Tay, nhu
hoa ctic nd vao mua thu. Ong viét: “Mudn song déu chay vé
d6ng, chi c6 Nhuogc thuy chay vé tay. Hoa ctic khong né cing
v6i tram hoa” va “Ngua gap dudong phang di bon bon. Gdc
cdy chang chit bira khong ra... Puong phang 1a ngua thuan
Ly, gbc rén la cay nghich Ly, Ly c6 thuan nghich, cho nén
ngudi khong chép trude (cau né) thi khong bit bude phai noi
theo Ly”8. Boi thé, “lay 18 thuong ma ndi, Ly khong ¢ hai
phai. Nam nit khong tu trao tay cho nhau, d6 la Ly. Nhung
chi dau chét dudi, em giai chong vét 1én, phai ching goi 1a
phi Ly dugc?®. “Cay trlic thi ngon & trén, d6 1a Ly tu nhién.
Dén nhu chiat trac lam gy, tay cam dang gdc, thi ngon lai
tro xubng dudi, iy 1a Ly ching, phi Ly chang?”1%. Ngd Thi
Nham hiéu & “Iy thuan” 13 phd bién, 13 thong thuong, d&
nhan thirc; boi vay, ong rat chii y dén “Iy nghich”, tirc 1a chii
v dén céc su vat phat trién mot cach dic biét. Theo Ngb Thi
Nham, chi ¢6 su vat dic biét méi c6 thé phat trién mot cach
ddc biét: “Mudn séng chay vé dong, d6 1a Ly, trim hoa dua
nd mua xuan, d6 1a Ly. Phuong dong 1a chd tha hut cho nén
moi sdng déu db v&; mua xuan 1a thoi sinh duc, cho nén co
hoa déu nd. Nude Nhuge thuy chim dugc 16ng 13 vi chat no
thanh khiét, khong bao dung tuc vat. Hoa Cuc thing dugc
swong tuyét 1a vi tinh n6 cao ngao, khong chiu ngang hang
v6i vat khac. Thanh khiét 1a vi cwong nghi, cho nén quy tu &
phuong tay, 1a noi dat cting ran. Cao ngao 13 vi quat cudng,
cho nén n& & mua thu, 1a thoi khic nghiét. Néu Nhuoc thuy
khong phai 1a tinh tuy cta nude, hoa Chc khong phai 1a tinh
tuy ctia hoa, thi 1am sao ma trdi 1én khac hin voi moi vat?”11,
C6 thé 1a ty phat, nhung Ngoé Thi Nham di thé hién mot
phuong phép tu duy dung dan: nhén thirc can xuat phat tir sy
vat thuc té, tir sy quan sat, tim toi ¢ chinh cac sy vat khach
quan.

2.3 Quan niém ctia Ngé Thi Nham vé quan hé giita ndi dung
va hinh thtc

Trong van dé& nhan thirc, Ngé Thi Nham con chu truong
phai coi trong néi dung hon hinh thirc. Ong néi: “Y phuc
hinh thirc, khong phai ¥ troi & d6”. Boi thé, “y phuc hinh thic
1a cai vin & bén ngoai, dao dirc nhan nghia 14 cai chit ¢ bén
trong. Nguoi quan t nén sang (minh) bén trong ma khong
nén tim kiém & bén ngoai”!2. Mit khac, Ngd Thi Nham ciing
thy o sw thong nhat gitta ngi dung va hinh thire, giita céi

8 Sdd, tr.57.
% Sdd, tr.57.
10 Sdd, tr.63.
11.Sdd, tr.58.

bén trong va cai bén ngoai khi nhan thirc su vat. Quan diém
ctia ong duoc thé hién rd trong thién Biéu Iy thanh (Tric LAm
téng chi nguyén thanh): “Thanh c6 biéu (ngoai), 1y (trong),
thuc ra chi c6 mdt... Hai cai d6 di d6i vai nhau ma khong
trai ngugc nhau. Hoc gia phai thdu sudt Biéu (ngoai), Ly
(trong)”™3,

O Trac Lam téng chi nguyén thanh, Ngo Thi Nham con thé
hién quan ni¢m vé tinh tuong ddi ciia nhan thire. Dt ra van
dé: “trong thién ha vat gi 1a t6t?”, Ngo Thi Nham dua ra quan
diém: “Moi vat déu tot ca. Vat gi ta thich thi tét, ta khong
thich thi khong tét. Cho nén c6 cai t6t ma khong tdt, co cai
khong tdt ma t6t. Bai thé, “nao thién, nao ac, chua chic da
c6 cai gi 1a nhét dinh”. RS rang, quan niém ciia Ngb Thi
Nhdm vira thé hién cai nhin bién chitng vé sw vdt, vira thdy
18 moi két qud nhdn thirc chi mang tinh aeong doi. Vi vay,
“vat von khong nhat dinh 1a tét, khong nhat dinh 1a khong
t6t. Cho nén nguoi ¢ trong nui, trong thung liing thi s¢ thich
1a 40 c6, hang dat; néu 1y mil 4o van vat ma néi v6i ho thi
ho iy lam ky la... Nudc La Sat cho héch mili, vau rang la
dep, nhung thdy ai may ngai, mat phuong thi so hii gao khoc
ma chay trén”. Diéu dé c6 nghia 13, khong thé coi tt va
x4u noi riéng, tri thirc vé su vat noi chung la ¢b dinh, tuyét
d6i, ma phai gin no6 véi diéu kién, hoan canh cu thé

Quan diém vé nhan thirc néu trén cua Ng6 Thi Nham 1a hop
1y va c6 ngudn gdc & cai hoc “cung Iy cua Téng Nho. Nhung
trong Tric Lam tdng cii nguyén thanh, Ngé Thi Nham da
khong dirng lai 6 d6. Theo 6ng, “ban tinh” cta sy vat thé hién
& “ly”, “ban tinh cta Ly la c6 ngang, chéch, cong, thing nhu
cai thé cta cay”. Viéc trong thién ha c6 cai thuong, c6 cai
bién, nhung “tng pho vdi cai bién ma khong mat ban tinh,
thi chi c6 nguoi dai lyc lugng méi lam dugce”. Nhu vay, theo
Ng6 Thi Nham, phai la nhitng nguoi “dai luc lugng” (nguoi
¢o tri tué siéu viét nhu Khéng T, Thich Ca) thi méi nhan
thirc dugce “ban tinh” va “ly” cua sy vat. Ly hoc Téng Nho
cling doi hoi con ngudi phai tim dén cai “cung 1y cua sy vat,
nhung chwa chi ra dwgc mdi quan hé gitra “1y”” va “ban tinh”
(mdi quan hé gitra “quy luat” va “ban chat”) ciia sy vat. Ngo
Thi Nham, tuy ciing xuat phat tir dao hoc “cting 1y”” cia Téng
Nho, nhung véi sy sang tao riéng, da phat trién thém nhimg
tu tuong d6 mot cach xuat sic.

12.8dd, tr.137.
13 Sdd, tr.125.
14 8dd, tr.125.
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3. Két luan

Ngd Thi Nham 1a mét nguoi tri thirc 13i lac, di co nhiing
céng hién 16n cho dan toc trén moi linh vuc chinh tri, quan
su, ngoai giao, triét hoc va van hoc. Véi nguoi cung thoi,
Ng6 Thi Nham da 1a mot “cé chau” (con thuyén don 1&). Tuy
nhién, danh gia vé dng, ching ta hom nay chi c6 thé noi rang,

Tap chi Khoa hoc & Céng nghé S6 2

nhung tyu trung van 1a thanh dat d6i v6i mudn doi. Va hon
thé nira, 6ng luén “thanh nhan” trong bat cr thoi diém nao
ctia cuc doi minh, bat luan nhitng don dai 1dm khi ac ¥ va ta
¥ ctia nhitng nguoi hay nhiing tridu dai thu dich véi tu tuong
ma ong theo dudi.

nha vin héa niy c6 thé khong thanh cong & mot sb giai doan
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Epistemological viewpoint of Ngo Thi Nham

Le Duc Tho
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Abstract Ngo Thi Nham is one of the contemporaries of contemporary consciousness who has developed a methodology
consistent with historical reality. In the writings of Ngo Thi Nham, it can be seen that he was interested in and thought about
some philosophical issues, taking as the basis for political thought, concept of human life and motto mine. The article
introduces the epistemological features of Ngo Thi Nham's thought and shows its meaning in the present stage.

Keywords Ngo Thi Nham; epistemological; philosophycal view.
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